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FROM Tf-:iE ~[? IJQR' _$_ CHA IR 
IT·S- IU THE NEAR DISTANCE: This is . No . a9~ 0S0·;·1;·~t~7 

a year , if 
o.11 goes well , we sba l l have r eac hed our century.. As I h.:.ve been 
t ol d mor e t han once a lr oi\dy we sha l l hav e t o cel ebr a te t hat wi t h 
a r e~l bumpe r number . A l ot could happen in t he meantime, of 
cour se , st i ll its surprising bow time pass es. 

\'!'ell, you lrnow, t o be ju s t about to enter the •nervous ni neti es ' 
as th ey have it in cri c ket , i u no mean feat fo r a magazine l ik e 
ours, so many which do not claim to be pr of essio nal f all by th e 
way l ong befo r e that. And I am pr oud of th e fact t hat never once 
bas it really been l ate in -making i ts appe arance, not even on that 
memorable oc casion earl y on when I lost a big proportion of the 
c opy i n a floo d when t aking it t o the dup licati ng agency , an d s at 
up al l night rewriting it . Yes , i ndee d t here hav e been so me 
stirrin g episodes since I first looked so fondly on that modest 
little No. 1. 

Each mont h as I have mailed the last of t be packets I have 
given a sigh of satis f action and thought it a job well do ne. But 
I sh oul d have been pretty helple s s wit hou t that l oya l band of con 
tr i butors who through the years hav e never l et me down. Ilever 
once hav e I been sh ort of copy , something rea l ly remark ab le to say 
:the.._les.sj; ~ - --- ---- -

liell , there • s nothin g like tak i ng t i me by th e fore l ock, so in 
the few rema i ni ng months before 1th e day' we must get dom1 t o 
plarm i ng a No, 100 that will be talked about for many a day . 

* * * * * 
THE NAME' S THE SAME, ' Tho Times ' on Apri l 6th , reve ~l ed t hat 
ll1r, Nel so n Lee ha d gone bank:Npt ! 

* * * * * 
COl.fl'RAST r Of lat e months it has been my l ot to repo rt somewhat 
desp ondently t ha t a number of fellows owed for the Annual (half-a.-

- ----- -- ·- ···- ···- -- --- -- -----· 
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dozen stil l do) but now I feel I must comment on an event whi ch is 
very much the other side of the story . 

A few weeks ago Rona l d Hunter, out in Brazil \'ITOte me seying he 
bad not received his Annual. As he had received the January C.D. 
he was very much afraid the Annual bad gone astr~ . lie wrote in 
the hope that I had another copy for which be would gladly pay 
again, but as he was coming home for a holiday shortly he asked me 
to send it to his Londo n address. Fortuna t ely I had a copy, just 
one. I wrote him aa.ying I t hought it would be fairer if we shared 
the cost. He repl ie d declin i ng my offer , in fact very much to the 
contrary he sent £1 , and, v:ell , I won 't repeat the kind things he 
said about my activities; 1 1 11 only saJt I apprec i ate th em very 
much indeed. 

Then there was the case of Mr. Orr of Dumbarton , a substantial 
sum he sent me for subs ,, neve r reeched me; yet he would in s ist on 
paying again,, There have been otber instances where fellows have 
pa id more than their sha r e . 

I confess I have got a little despondent at t imes over those 
who have not played up , but the ge nero sity of others has done a. 
lot to lift up my heart, for the y have helped to remov e vrhat look
ed like being a loss, 

Anyway, that half dozen , doasn I t tbi s make you fe e l you must go 
out and buy a postal order for hall - a-guinea? 

Yours sine erely, 
HERliERI' LECKENBY. 

-..:~.=~--:-·.-:;-'-: ·--- -·- - - - ··-:---=.-.• ~==--==---- ---···--- - ---···----- ---- - · .. --
THE ' ANNUAL' BALL01' 

1 . Red Magnet Magic 
2 . Greyfriars v, St . Jim's 
3. ~ho Years or... Conques-t - --
4. ~hey Wrote of Sexton Blake 
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6. The st. Frank ' s Saga. 
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My Collect ion 
No . 4. - GEOFF HOCKLEY' S 

One summer day in the year 1909 an eight -y ea r ol d boy l ay 
propped up w1 t h pillows in a sick - bed and gaze d listlessly at the 
all- too - familiar vista of garden and st reet . What youngster does 
not bemoan his fato if he is unlu cky e nough to be confine d wi t hin 
four wall s in the good old summer time ., and must li sten to the 
shouts and laughter of his schoolmates pas sing by after school , 
bound for c ric ke t ground or swimming hole? Ti.me bung heavily on 
his hands , and even books , his only solace, were failing to keep 
boredom at bay. They lay piled rank on rank upon the bedside 
table, but t hey bad all been read and re-read •••• even ''The Coral 
Is l and" and ''The Dog Crusoe 11 see med st ale , and Kingston, Benty , 
and ll ayne Reid no longer fascinated . And then, in t he twinki ng 
of an eye , boredom was bani s hed, and that f r etful eigb t - yeal'-Old 
found a new and f as ci nating world of thrills , surprises and adven 
ture opening up before him as , hi s fate f orgotten, he pored over 
the pages of a fat, scar l et-clad vo l ume \1hicb a doting mother de
posited i n bi s arms , remark i ng, as she did so , '-I'his should keep 
you quiet for a l ong tim e , son! 11 

It did ! For bet.veen th ose scarlet cov~rs were tales which made 
:Bal lantyne and Benty seem i nsip id . Here were pirate s whos e very 
names made t he bl ood tingle - Solomon Snake , Sbarkteetb , Two
Fingcred Jim and a score of others - gantry compared with whom 
the cut -t hroa t s of 1'Tr eas ur e Is l and" seemed models of gent l eness 
and ch iv alry . Ilere were Capt ain Angl e , Rolly Rosewarne , Admir al 
Sl am, Captain Jack and a. dozen other dashing heroes . Here was 
the Mot he r land st r a ining to thro w off the yoke of a fo r e i gn in 
va<ler. chronicled with.-such -roalism --tbat one almoat eeemed-to ba 
readi ng the mornin g paper. liere were Red Indian adv e ntures i n 
which one almost saw ·the flash of scal pin g-knives and beard the 
wa.:rv,boop rin g t hrough wood l and g l ades , and which made ''The Last 
of the ?Johica.ns" see m dull and stodgy . He re , too , were African 
thrills rivalling "Ki ng Solomon I s liines ", delig htf ul ly sbudder
some monsters in the he art of the dreaded Sargasso Sea , absorb i ng 
detec t ive t al es , sp le ndi d schoo l yarns - sure ly never bef ore 
had s uch a feast of good things been gat hered between covers for 
a boy'c de l ec tation! 

--·-- -- -------- ~---- ----· ·-----
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Now, I was that boy , and the volume which changed my enforced 
sojourn from boresome monot ony to sheer delight was the 1909 
0 chums0 Annual . such was my first introduction to that once-
famous boys • paper , a.nd on that l ong - past day I conceived an 
affection for it i,nich has never dimmed. As I glance up at the 
ranks of scarlet-clad columee in my bookcase, the fruit of yea r s 
of searching , I can never quite res i st a smile of qui et satisfac 
tio n at the thought t hat I possess one of the few complete sets of 
the old paper in existence . I think , too , of the elation when an
other hard-to-get volume was added from time t o time, and the dis 
appointments, on l y too frequent , when I was Just too late upon the 
scene to pounce upon another - "Sor ry , you'd have been welcome 
to it , but I threw it out only a. week ago 111 Yes, many were the 
tips and rumours which I ran to earth, which ended either in jubi 
l ation or disappointment . Than, again, I recall tbe help ao cheer
fully given by members of our · >1orl d-wide fraternity , , , the Rev.Jack 
Hughes of Brisbane, Alex Matheson in fa r- off Scotland , and others 
.-,hose assistance resul t ed not a fer, times in adding anothe r trea,-. 
sured volume to swell the slow l y-i ncreasing line upon my shelves , 
l'ruly, there are some mighty fine fellows in the r anks of old 
boys ' book fans! 

It was some ten years ago that I first conceived t he somewha t 
ambi tious project of getting together a complete set of "Chums" 
volumes , For many years afte r my memor able introduction to it with 
that 1909 volume, I took the paper in monthly parts , but with the 
passing of the years they disappeared or disintegrated ,,. even that 
once-treasured "nine t een - niner 11 was onl y a memory, and I lost 
to uch with "Cbums11 completely. Then , one winter evening i n 1944, 
arriving i n the city for a l ong- looked - for week ' s leave , I filled 
in a half - hour , while waiting for the bus which would speed me 
honur int-o--t-!!e -bosom ot m3 famii-J';- by - brmrrln-g ----th·rottgh---a- eeoond-hand 
bookst ore, Something fam i liar caught my eye ,, ,could it real l y b e? 
• •. yes, i t we.s! A 11Chumst1 annual, and of 1909 vintage, too! i t s 
scarlet covers faded with the passins of thirty - fi v e years, bu t 
other>lise as good as when it first left t be presses of Casse ll ! I 
turned tbe well - remembered pages , ••• yes , here the re were the Ualkey 
serials , the Paul Hardy illustrations , the F rank Shaw war stories, 
the hundred-and - one other delights of long ago , and I bore it off 
in antici p ation of sampling them once again, telling the bookseller 
not to bother to wrap i t •• • with th e resu l t that I wae carried some 
distance past my bus stopl .. 
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Then and there, the project was born, and a week lat er , aftor 

departing once again , and after throatening my three youngsters 
{who, incidentally , were as thrilled with my discovery as I was ) 
with dire penal ties if . I found so much as a turned - down page in 
the pr ecious volUl'.!le on my return, I set tbe whee ls in motio n. 
Advertisements were sent t o the dai ly papers , l etters written t o 
necond -h and book deale r s f ar and wide, and 11touts 11 estab li shed, in 
t he shape of friends and relatives, in towns ne ar and f ar. I sa t 
back {on ly figuratively speaking!) and wa it ed for resu l ts. llut 
alas ! how s l ow they were in coming! I had opt i mistica ll y cal 
cul at ed th at there must be hundreds of °Chums11 volumes even in my 
homo town, without taking oth e r centres into consideration, all 
waiting to be purchas ed for t he proverbial song , but I was soon 
disi l l usione d! The net resu l t of tho opening salve in my campaign 
wasn't very encouraging .• . three volumes f Nothing daunted , I kept 
on,. as the politicians s~ , 11expl or1 ng every avenue 11

, until one 
day -- ! "Go M d see old Mrs. So- nnd-so , 11 a friend told me. 11! 
remembe r going t o her house years ago , when I was cl kid,. and r•m 
sure there were stacks of boys r annuals in a big bookcase. I 
can• t rec a ll i f they wer e Chums or B. o. Ps ., but th ey might still 
be there after all these years . 11 

Wel l , no prospecto r ever sped to the scene of a rumoured g old 
strike with more brea thl ess an tic ipa ti on as I did that very even 
in g ! A gen t le li tt l e white - haired lady ans1Ver ed th e door, and t 
exp lained my mi ss i on and satisfied her of my emin ent respectabi l ity . 
Yes- she possessed. a numbe r of Chuma volumes, which had belonged 
t o her lat o husband . No--she had no obje ct ion to my see i ng them, 
but she was not c e rtain t hat she wished to part w-i th t hem. I \vas 
ushered into a snug parl our, with a cat cur l od up by the fire , 
whic h cast flickerin g gleams on wa lls and furnit ur e, and on---my 
heart _leapt.!~-an - enonnoua _old....fash.1.oned- bo<>kc=~,.. in-w.bich -a tood
in majestic arr ay more Chuma volumes than I had eve r seen in my 
li fe ! I gazed allllost r everently a t t he line of beau tifully-pre
served volumes--si:rto cn in all-commencing with the fabulous 
Volume One-and made up my mind that I must have them at all 
costs! 

I think that cy poorly -c ontro ll ed exci tem ent won that dear old 
lad y 's heart . Was i t for mysGlf that I wanted them, and would they 
be carefully looked after? - her husband had set such a st ore on 
th em in hi s young days . Ah, we ll, certainly th e money \voul d c ome 
in handy , and as long as th ey went to somebody who would appreciate 
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them ••• I ass ur ed her th at no jewe l of a sultan• s harem would be 
more carefully guarded than those s ixt een wonde r fu l volUlll.es , and, 
af ter press ing sun d ry pieces of c rackl ing pape r int o be r hand, I 
loade d them carefully in t o my ca r an d spe d gleefully homeward . 

Such an unheard - of bonanza. f i r ed my e nthu siasm afresh , and I re
dou bled oy effo rt s, but as the mont hs went by , th e results were so 
meagre that I began to do ubt t he possibility of ever be i ng ab le t o 
run to e a rth nea r ly th i rt y mor e vo lumes t o make th e s et c ompl e te. 
There wer e bright spots in t he gloom , hw ev er , whi ch encou r aged me 
to contin ue t he hunt •.• f or ins tan ce , t he epi so de which might bo en
titled ''l'he Advent ur e of the Locked Trunk ". T hia battered , dust
covered receptac l e had stood fo r years in a c orne r of my neighbour' s 
garage, until a casual rema r k which my friend let drop , to the 
effect that he thought t hat its co nte nts were nothing more e xciti ng 
than a few old boo ks whic h bad been the property of a l ong- deceased 
uncle, led me to s ugge st an immediate investiga ti on . 110h, of 
course, I forgot th at you 'r e one of th ese old book cranks , 11 be re 
plied . "I ' ve never seen a key f or it, but we 'll so on fix that!" 
A d eftly - inserted tyre leve r did th e trick, and th e lid creaked 
back , r eleasi ng the must i ness of years , and reveali ng, El!long a mis 
cel lan eous litt er of books, two la.rg e vo l umes swath ed in brown 
paper. I lifte d tham out , hoping against hope , unwrapped them , a nd 
gaze d delightedly on .. • yes , you gues s ed it ! . .. t\vo Chums annuals i n 
perfect co ndition , and, moreover, ones which \';ere on my "wanted 11 

list I I needed no second invit at i on to 0 t ake t hem home if they ' r e 
any use to you!'' 

So the months and years ro l led by , with a v olume ad ded here and 
an ot her added there , t he gap s slo wl y fil ling and the li ne gradually 
l engt hening, un ti l on l y one was need ed to make the set comple t e , 
and which , inciden tal ly , proved t o be the most elu s ive of all • .But 
=tuaHy -t ha t - tco-toolc H~ - pla ee - omong---the-- rest -,- and - I--was---able 
t o gaze with pri de and satis f ac ti on at t he r esu lt of nearly nine 
yea.rs of unceasin g search ••• forty - seven beautiful volumes fro m 1 892 , 
when Chums made its debut , thr oug h th e pe.lmy do.ya of the nine teen
bundr eds, to 1941 , 71be n the old pape r ma.de it s la.st bar, . 

Looki ng at t hes e ol d vo l umes , I \vonde r what tale s some of them 
could t e ll, co ul d they but s peak , • •• ta l e s of the t imes they ]la.ve 
seen, and of the p l easure whi ch th ey gave to yout hfu l owners in b y
gone y ears . I think, too , of the years r epresen te d by th e da t e 
stamped upo n tbe ba ck of e ach • • • years of peace an d pl enty , of war 
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and unrest, and ox' gTadually changing times. Somehow, I am glad 
that °Chums" did not survive to the present day , for I could never 
reco ncile the jetp lane s an d space - r ocke ts of our atom ic age with 
t he villains an d heroes who once graced the pages of what was, in 
its heyday , I shall alwa;ro t hink of as one of the finest papers 
ever published f o r the de l ectatio n of boys the wor l d over • 
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ELaJ(/a JV;;/ 
Conducted by JOSEPBil!E PACKl!AN 

21, Archda l e Road , East Dulwicb , London , S. E.22. 

Those of y ou who buy the S.B. Libraries each month will, no 
doubt , be su rpr ised to f ind a recent contribution by an old Blak e 
wri t er - Stanton Hope. 

On looking up my records I fin d the last story we bad from bi s 
p en was as far back as Oct , 1937 (S. ll.L. 2nd s eries No. 594 ''The 
Stolen Submarine") , t he one befor e t hat be i ng in Nov. 1936 (No . 552 
''The Dockyard V.:ystery 11

) . I hav e not r ead either of th ose stories , 
s o I cannot say how the l atest one fares by comparison . Perhaps 
someone who bas them would lik e to gi ve me the ir opin i on? 

The last I heard of Stanton Hope vios tt at be wa s rea iding in 
Aust r alia and had met some of I our cl a n • who , you may be sure , 
gave him a fin e re ce pt i on . 

11We.y ba c k" , Sta nton Ilope wna in th e Edit o ri a l Chair at the Amal . 
Pr es a , for be \,·as th e edi t or of "Chuckles" until 1915 when be left 
to ' do bi s bit ' in th e f irst Wor l d War. I bave often wondered 
whether he was the nutho r 111.farjorie Stant on" who v,Tote many girls ' 
sto ri es . Maybe someone can give me the ansl·1er? 

I hope you w111 enjoy reading how "lli H II Lofte met the · new 
Blake author George Rees . This writer ' s first story was exce lle nt 
- mor e like th e ta l es of yore , with Jllake and Tink er being their 
old pl easant selves again . 

In r es ponse t o my request , Herb ert Leckenby has sent me his 
11Favourite Bl ake St ory 11 which you will find in thi s issue .. Inci 
den tally, Herbert has chosen the eame favourite stor y as my own, 
and I am pleased to oay I am the happy possessor of a nice copy of 
''The Yellow Tiger". 

I know it is diff i cu lt to pick out one from so very many Jll ake 
yams, but most of us find th a t one or tw o stand out i n our memory 
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more than others, and I am sure some of you - particu l ar l y my 
"Blake Circle" colleagues - could writ e just a little article on 
some story you favour more than others. 

I bave had a request for an article on dear old Pedro. Would 
someone come to the rescue - please! I do think the prese nt day 
editor bas made a. great mistake in l eo.vi ng out Pedro. I kno','\l' it 
isn 1 t considered the modem method of tracking down crir!linals , but 
where fiction i s concenied 'to Hades with modern stuff ' ! 

• * * * * 
JOSIE PACK!.!.AN. 

THE SEJIJ'ON BLAKE LillRABY - MARCH AND APRlL IS SUES 
Reviewe d by J osie Packman. 

** * 
No. 307 "The Secret o:f the Cast l e Ruins" . A. Parsons . 

Anoth er poor Parsons yarn, with no mention of Blake until page 
32 I It almost se ems as if Blake and Tinker are not real l y needed 
i n some of these ta l es . Stories such as this one would be bette r 
published under a new tit l e, such as 11The MyaterJ Story Library ". 

No. 308 ''The Voyage of Fear" R. Harding• . 
Much more interesting than some of this author's lat e st works; 

but I s ti ll pr efer his Afrlce.n yarns. 
No, 309 ''The Mystery of the Engraved Skull" , ~ · 

A somewhat involved stozy but vecy good, The loca l e of t his 
ta l e is in Austrlia , the details of which are auth entic . We could 
do with more of this aut hor ' s ~ork instead of some of the 'tripe ' 
served up to u s today! 
No. 310 ''Th e Case o:f the Swindled Guarantor" . W. Tyrer. 

Li ke a good many other of Tyrer• s yarns - hardly worth reading. 
Tbe plot is much too involved , and th e re are far too many 
characters . 

To sum up: I recommend No. 309 , but the others are not wor th 
wasting your time on . 

* * * 
I MEr SEJITON BLAKE AIJrHOR GEORGE REES 

By W. 0 . G. Lofts 
(Member of the ~:!1'on Bl ake Ci rcle) 

Whil st reading the r ecent S . B. Lib . entitled "l'he Secret of the 
Jungle" , by George Rees, I was struck by the s i milarity of the 
style of m-it i ng to that of the late Gwyn Evans . At first I 
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thought it might be an old sto ry of Evans repri.nted and modernised , 
but on checking my r ecord s I found this was not so. 

I decided to WTite to Mr. Rees himself and find out whether 
this author bad written any mor e books which would be of intorest 
t o myself - and no doubt to many others. After some days spent 
in contacting those in the publishi ng wor ld who I am fortunate 
enough to kno\v, I received a lette r from Mr. Rees in which, after 
th anking me for the compliments I bad bestowed upon bis vrork, he 
expressed astonishment that I had mentioned Gwyn Evans. He t han 
went on to say that Evans and himself had been friends for ove r 
twenty years, and often in the past when Gwyn was feeling •under 
the weather 1 , George Reos used to wrl t e a chapter of a Sert on 
Blake story for him . One such story was "l'he Mistletoe Mille 
J.!ystery", U.J. No. 1365. 

After several further le tters, George Rees suggested that I 
might like to visi t him one evening, and this I was very ple as ed 
to do. 

Ml'. Rees, who lives in Weet London , was soon chatting with me 
like old friends . He told me th a t "The Sec r et of the Jungle" was 
his first full-length novel , for he is not mainly a fi c tion 
writer, although he used to write a few short stories between th o 
wars for vnrious magazines . Bis ma.in output is fo r the Government 
- articles for foreign newspapers, supplied through the British 
inform ation se rvices, explaining the British way of lif e and put 
ting the Bri t i sh viewpo in t regarding Politics, Education , Social 
Wel fa r e etc. Be is also an expert naturalist, and has just 
finished four natur e books for children which vJi.11 be published in 
the Spring . Any readers who have pets at home such as Goldfish , 
Birds etc. are advi s ed to read these books , for t hey will find 
them most int ersting. 

At tlic liroioen t- J.!r~ees has no story pendlng f or tne · S:B. Lio. , 
but he hopes to start one soon. He bad written two Blake stories 
before the one that was published, but both wore found unsuitab le. 
The original title of ''!'he Secret of t he Jungle" . was ''!'he Man ,nth 
a Monocle". I myse lf think tha t th e former i s the bette r title . 

furing the war, Mr. Rees worked fo r the Govenunent in the 
B.B. C. Monit or Serv ice, f or he i s an expert lingu.ist. He often 
used to analyse reports giv en out by Lord Saw Haw (William Joyce), 
and the strange thin g is that he use d to go to school w1 th him I 

One day, in 1935, .vhilat with Owyn Evans at Fleetway House, 
they were intr oduced to Frank Richards , who gave botb of t hem _ 
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some co pies of the Magnet and Gem! Mr. Rees was amazed to learn 
t hat Frank Richards was still alive , and even mor e so , when I told 
him that he was st ill writing about Billy Bunter and Tom ~erry . 
During his younger d l\YS Mr. Rees was a keen Magnet fan, and as a 
boy once had the first fifty Magnets. To prove his boyhood interest, 
h e gave me c orrectly and in detail , the 11hole story of how Harry 
Wharton first came to Greyfriars ! And he has not re - read tbe story 
since 190 8! A mos t r emalicab l e memory! 

Before leaving, Mr. Rees presented me \'Tith the ori ginal manu
script of "The Secre t of the Jungle" written in longhand, plus an
other story entit led 'The Cuptie Mystery" whicb has nev er been pub
lished . These I shall t r easure as much as the 1 red 1 Magnets I have 
in my collection . 

As I have already stated , ?lr . Rees is a very busy man, and 
whether another Blake story does appear r emains to be see n. At 
least he bas promised to \Vrit e one and submit it . Let us hope that 
this brilliant writer will, in time , provide us with many hours of 
pl easu rable readi ng of Bl ake and Ti nker as th ey were in t he pas t . 

-- -- oo0oo--
!2i.2.t As a matte r of intere st, I can r eveal that a recent surv ey 
b7 th e A. Press showed that readers of the Sexton Blake Li brary 
ran ge f rom the age of eight to eigh ty! The average age is nineteen . 

*** 
!.IY FAVOURITE SEXTON BLAKE STORY 

By HElIBERr LECKEl:iBY 

*** 
In view of the fact that i n all probability over 3,000 Sexton 

:Blake stories have been written it is no easy task to pidc out one 
and say it was best of all . Need le ss to say I have not r ead them 
al.l , hut I ha.YB read hwidreds, way beck to the very beginning . Some 
I have foun d v ery cnid e ( especia ll;• on re-reading in later years), 
some only passable , many very good and qui t e a number exce l lent . 
High in my li st of yarns which enthral l ed me wer e the original Con
fe der ation sto ri es , an d a number of those dealing with Leon Kes t re l. 
But the story which I should unhesita t ingly ,a7 su r passed all others 
was ' 'The Yello,,Tiger ", !lo. 1 of t he Sexton Blake Li br ary , 1st series. 

I can distinct ly rern anber reading it at the time it was publish 
ed , whilst on night teleph one duty during the First World War , and 
on readin g it again when on a visit to Maurice Bond seve n years ago . 
On the second occas i on it he l d me no whit less than on the first . 
-~--------··-·- ···--·----- - -· ·· -- ----- -- -- --~-- -- -- -
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George Hain.ilton Teed wrote over 100 stories of Sext on Blake, 
sp l endid stories most of tbern , but not ono to equa l "rh e Yellow 
Tiger" . What a superlative sen d-of! to the Sexton Blake Libral')" 
it really was. It was a classic in paper cove~s, th e t raged y ia, 
that for this re ason very f ew copies st ill exist . It dese rved to 
live in th e dignHy of stiff covers and be ava il abl e in public 
l i brari es today as sure ly as the s t ories of Sher lock Holmes .. 

Out standine in this s uper b s tory was th e character drawing. In 
none other was the bond betwee n lllake and Tinker portrayed more 
vi"Vidly . There \fere t imes when it brought a lump t o t he throat . 

Prominent, too, were some of the other charac ter s eve r memor
ab l e in Blak e l ore - glamorous Yvonne, unscrupulous lluxton Rymer 
and tho bland, cold - blooded Wu Ling. One was hold spe ll - bound as, 
in Hamilton Teed ' s immaculate pros e , one followed the bat tle of 
wit s o ' e r land and sea . 

Yes, to me, undoubtedly the finest Sexton Blake story - ''!'h e 
Yellow Tiger 11

,. 

.::'. --- -- · ·.:.-:--=--·-·- - ·-----· -·---··- -·-- - -··- . ·---
AVAILABLE: Magnets, Gems, a ll period . llou..~d Volumes : Magnet 
1929-1 937 . Q.2!! 1917- 1918 , 19 38-39 . Half penny Comic Nos. 1-26 
(1898) . L!onster CO!lli c , Gol den Penn.v Comic ea rl y 1920s . ~ long 
runs, suitable for bi nding . Fran number 19. Annual s: Holid ay 
1926, 1927 , 1929 - 1934 , 1936 , 1937 , 1939. Vodern Boy 1931 , 1940 . 
lloys Cinema 1936 . Schoo l Friend 1929. ~: llrit on ' s Own, 
Boys Own, Turpi ns , Land and Sea , Detective, !!.ll...!.2.2., First Rs.tes . 
Pluck, 1903 - 1910 , 1922 . Vanguards 1908 . Sport and Adventure 1922 , 
Champion Library ' s. lloys Realm Football Library • s. Schoo lgi rls 
Own Library• s 1939- 1940 . Newnos• Turpin s . Frank Richards Auto
biography. Boys wi l l be Boy e. Populars , S,.O. Ls., 1lel son Lees , 
!!!!Y.£.!!., Boys Friends. Sat isfac tion guaranteed,. S. A.E. require 
ments , ple&.8 , Ju:ebange sua-ges t i -ons welcomed ., Offers of b-Ooks 
always appreciated (your price , usually ! ) . 

T. LAMllE!!I', 347 GERl'RUDE ROAD, ~· 

,INl!'ED: Schoolboys Own Libraries and Story Paper Collector . 
~r.FI ELD, 24 GRAINGEl!' S LANE, CRA.DLEY HEATll, Sl'AFFS. 

5/ :..-~~~i,-p;i _d_f~-,,- th~-i;;ii ;;..i:;;:g i;i;~~t~- i;;: r;..:;,~~~bly~~d-~;;~:.- -· 
dition: - 575, 739 , 996, 1003 , 1004 , 1008 , 1024 , 1034, 1044 , 1047 , 
1081, 1114 , 1142, 1154, 1215 , 1223. 
ROGER JE!IKltiS , ''THE FIBS", EASl'ERN ROAD1 HAV.iu'r.! 1 HANl'S. 
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J-JA11/JJL101VJHJVH 
Compiled by HERllERI' LECKENEY 

The "Sunday Dispatch " April 18th , in an article by Don Cockell 
splashed across five columns the headi ng ''They All Called l.!e The 
Bi lly Bunter of Boxing !" In the t ext Don r emarked ''The experts 
who a yea r ago were ridiculing me as the "Billy Bunter of Batter 
sea. a.re now t ryi ng to jump on the Coclcell wagon." 

* * * * 
filQ.J!!!: Since our l ast number I heve received dozens of stri k in g 
tributes to Raymond Jones' artic l e 11Fi rs t Dl\Y of Tenn " which 
appeared t herein . Six l ette r s I opened in '"'-Ccession one morning 
pra ised it high l y . Row about another one R,cymond? 

Whilst on the su bj ect of articles I shou l d like to ask Hamilton 
fa ns to get their th inki ng caps on wi th a view to th e next Annual . 
As t hey are in the majo ri ty I sho u ld be in trouble if I did no t 
give them their fair ~uota , but it 1 s really up to them . Bow about 
articles on schoo l s like Highcliffe , Cliff House , Grimslade, 
Rylcombe Grammar , Courtfield Council , etc? Pl enty of material 
there, aighcliffe in particular . 

* * * * * 
We haven ' t bee n favoured with an article fo r the monthly by 

Roger Jenkins for some time. Here's one , in his usua l thoughtful 
vein , so without more ado I' l l hand ov er . 

¥~1°? 5 .. 0~ ~ f iry/1-"R oo JA J=KINS 
--ir1I ~y" ~ *Ef *• * :;-• .. "~ 

Gne of t he secrets of--&-su ooe ee·fu.1-painhng is (so th " exp e.:r:ts 
infonn us) repetition ~·ith a difference. The main line of emph a
sis of a drawing should be rep eated ~'ith subtle variations i n 
diffe r en t parts of the picture. Whate ve r may be the truth of this 
content i on i n the realm of painting, i t is of undoubted va l ue in 
considering the characters at Charl es Hamilton ' s th ree main 
schools . Nearl y every one of thErn ba.d a counte rpa rt at the othe r 
two schoo ls, but in no case was the resemblance more t han parti al . 
Repet it ion with a diffe rence is the k ey to all the comparisons . 

St r an ge ly enou gh , one of tho most interesting characters at 
each of the three schools was the bad hat who was .a l so -~od -~ t ___ _ 
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games - Cardew, Vernon-Smith , and Mornington . Carde w, elegant, 
debonai r, and full of . airy p ersiflage was obviously based on De 
Courcy , t he Cater pi ll a r , a t Higbcliffe, a fi ne character whom 
Cha rl es Hamilton probably Tegret t ed having wasted on one of his 
l ease r schoo l s . Vernon - Sad th and Mornington wer e much al ike dur
ing th ei r early days, though llo rni ngto n was undoubtedly the more 
savage in his ways - be was on t he verge of brain ing Higgs with a 
poker in one of the ear l y stories. They were alike in their un
scrupulousness, 'ler non-Smi t h engi ne ering t he e xpu l sio n of Linley 
and the .li,amous Five in 1911 , jus t as .Mornington later made a num
ber of attempts to get Jimmy Silver expelled . As time went on, 
boo,ever , Mornington cul ti vated a more urbane manner similar t o 
that of Cardew , but Smithy was alway s t he Bounder v,bo c ould be 
r e li ed upon t o sl am th e doo r in a tempe r. Though Jimmy Si lv er 
came to b e on f ri e nd ly t e nns wi th Momington , jus t as Harry Whal'-
t on was with Ver non-Smith, 'tom Mercy could never bring himself to 
be amia bl e to Cardew, who was nonethe l ess the on l y really l ik e able 
one of the bad hat s. The Famous Five l aughed a t the Bounde r 1 s 
f it s of bad t emper, but CaTdew se l do m if eve r drop ped his equab l e 
bantering tones , and Tom 1!.erry felt th at Card ew was too de ep fo r 
him. This mutual antipat hy b et ween Tom Merry and Cardew i s pr ob
ably the reason why Ca.rde w was the most successful of t he thr ee 
( though he nev er quit e ach ie v ed De Courcy' s success a s a chara c
ter- drawin g) . It is in t erest in g to note th a t a ll three at t imes 
became j unior oap t ain for a. while, a nd al l three lo st t ho 
position, :Morningto n a.nd Cardew bec ause thei r er ratic ways and 
volatile manners made them l ose i nterest in t he job , and Vern on
Smit h because his cunning over -r eached hi mself when h e succeede d 
in i n juri ng Redwi ng in mistake for Harry \\ba.rto n. Their undoubted 
a bility nt games , cou p led with a linge r ing susp icion that none of 
t he t hree was wholly to - be tru sted', provid ed tho-mai nspri ng of the 
plot for many a fine charac t er s t ory . 

The schoolboy impe rs onator was always a popu lar ch a ra cter with 
the read ers . J..t St. J im's Kerr was disgui s in g himself as Dr. ::.ionk 
as e ar l y as 1907 1 an d Tom Mer ry was his loya l l ieu te nant in these 
matt e r s . At Creyfriara of course i t was William Vlible y 'Rho 
achi e ved the gre atest fame of al l impersonators . Bis characte r 
was the mos t carefully dr awn - he liv ed , bre at hed , an d had hie 
bei ng in t heatricals , and impersonat i ng livin g people was only one 
of hie si de -l ines . Some c riti cs conside r that Wlbley t s ab ili ty 
was a lit tle t oo phenomena l to be cred i ble , and certainly the 



~~~~~~~~~~~---131)-.~~~~~~ 

Grunter of Grey hurst episode in 1939 takes some swal l owing - bow 
could anyone contrive to make himself lo ok like the Bunter C.H . 
Chaflllan use d to draw? On the oth er band, the impersonation of tbe 
small bearded eccentric Monsi eur Charpentier never seE!Ded beyond 
th e bounds of possibility, gra"lted t ha t Wibl ey was the theatrical 
genius he claimed to be . And the episode in 1937, when he mas
queraded as Archibald Popper, a new boy, was sim il a rly w1 thin the 
bounds of credibility , It may be noted, too, that Charles Hamilton 
never let the situat i on run away from hira altogether; it was ac 
knowled ged, f or instance , that Wibley was too short to impersonate 
the othe r masters, and when he dressed up as !.Ir. Quelch in 1940 to 
surprise Mr. Lamb, he was oblig ed to rEnain seated , but , once 
again, how anyone cou l d manage to make himself appear as angula:r 
and gaunt as the Remove master is a mystery which perhaps only 
Alec Guinness co uld answer f"or us. At Rookwood there were t wo com
petitors for the role of tlibley - Cyril Peele and Putty Grace. 
Peale's tricks were usually malicious - be would dress up as an old 
ske t ch and. pretend to be the rel ativ e t o one of th e juniors. Putty 
Gr ace, on the other band, directed his efforts to more worthy ends , 
and would dress up as an old sketch and pretend to be the abandoned 
wife of Mr. Manders . The Rookwood sto ries were th e most plau sible 
of al l in that impersonations of real pe ople were se l dom attempted . 

Freakish characters were rare in the Hamilton scboo l sJ conse
quent ly th ey sto od out tbe more prominently for th at reason . Her
bert Skimpo l e, the Socialis t and crackpot inventor of the St . Jim ' • 
Shell was an int e resting but n ot very sympa th etic character, we 
laughed at him, but never witb him, although , a e Dr. Holmes once 
assured his wife , 11th e boy's heart is in tJ"le right place" . Alonzo 
Todd , on the other hand , was drawn with a great deal more sympa th y , 
though he had a much shorter career . Most of what his Uncle Ben
jm::d.n- said -was ---sound- com:noneense,-, but --A-1-on-zo, e.----s-t--ren-ge mixture of 

simpleton and interfering bus ybody , was not tbo pe rson to profit by 
s uch wisdom. The most attractive freakish character was Clarence 
Cuffy from Gande rs Green, wb.o did not make bi s appea rance at Rook
wood until aft er Al onzo had c eased to be a r egular member of the 
Remove. Cuffy suffered greatly at tbs bands of Mr. !.landers, 
Knowles, Legget and Towle , as ~·ell as from the ki nd attentions of 
bis cousin Tommy Dodd, but so mehow he never seemed to be so unfor
tuna t e as Al onzo , though he was undoubtedly th e mos t gullible of 
all three . Possi bl y onl y Cla rene~ Cuffy could have been persuaded 
t o put quinin e into his cousin's soupto imp}:ove thetas!_!!.. - -- -~ 
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Ono of th e more popular chara cter s with Magnet re aders we.s 
Coker, who was consi dered good enough by Edwy Searles Bro oks to 
se rve as a model f or Handf ort h . Coker , essentially ,.ell-mean i ng, 
though overbea ri ng, had a sub li me fa it h in his own abi l ities . Aunt 
Judy kept him libe r ally su pp li ed with the good thin gs of life, and 
Potter and Greene tole r ated him for this reason . His St . Jim1 s 
equivalent, Grundy, was nothi ng lik e so success f ul a pie c e of 
charac t erisa ti on. Ile exercised a bully ing sort of dominatio n over 
Wilki ns and Gunn which s tru ck a diff er ent and more unpleasant note. 
Potter and Greene were seniors who would gently fad e away when 
they got fed up vri th Coker , but Grundy ' s stud ymate s wer e not able 
to be qu ite so det ached in thei r dealing with him. Grundy ' s i n
curs i ons int o the stori es is not so muc h amus ing as annoying - be 
was really noth in g but an unmit i gat ed nuisance in most of the 
tales, wher eas Coker' s acti ons of t en had quite a sigllificant bear 
in g upon the plot. Gunne:r at Rookwood was more like Coker than 
Grundy , and bis studymate Dickin s on minor seemed at times almo st t o 
like Gunner for himself, stran gely enough . Once again, the Rook
wood copy of a Gr eyfria r s cha r acter was more suc cess ful t han the 
St. Jim 's edition . 

Charles Hamilt on 's most r omarkable contributi on t o schoo l boy 
literature i s undoubtedly the fatuo us fat boy . Bi lly Bunter, t he 
protot ype , we.s gradua ll y deve l oped from an ineff ect ual ass into a 
dishonest sch emer and la t er , more happi ly , into t te l ike able Or..-1 of 
t he Remove we all know so we ll. Baggy Trimble of St . J i m' s neve r 
changed at all - he was t he dish onest schemer al l the t i me, but 
never s o bad as Bµnter at his worst. We can 1t he lp l aughing at 
many of' Trimble • S ant ics - do you remember when he reforme ·d - under 
compul sion - and then told the awkward t rut h , to everyone ' s dismay? 
Or when he pretended he we.s leavi ng, and raised the win d by that 
o ld St . Ji m' s curlom, t he le avtng ea-le ? ll o, Baggy wa::r ncrt -quite 
the b l ot on t he St. J im ' a la ndscape that some of his de t ra cto rs 
•iould have us believe, but he ,,.,as never so pleasant as Tubby Muffin 
of Rookl'lood. Tubby w:ia a lways a genia l so rt of pe r son, and even 
i f he oould.n 1 t be truetod ne ar a.nyone 1 s tuck, be woul d neve r bea r 
malice as Trimble and Bunt er might. But , as Tubby was the 
pl easa nt es t and mos t c onvin c ing of t he three , he was also the 
leas t funny, Clnd he certainl y nev e r appro!Sebcd the fam e of hi s 
two f nt coun t e rpart s . 

Charles Hamilto n has s t ated that be c ould not have made his 
schoo ls s eem the same even if he bad tried, but of course he 
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at tempt ed just the opposite , "the real truth being that an author 

ohould never imita t e oven himself ". Bow su cc ess fu l l y he lived up 

t o this marlm of ringing t he changes may be see n by anyone who 

car es to pursue the f ascinating stu dy of compa ring similar charac

t ers at th e three schoo l s . Amongst th e sco r ea of his cha ra cte r s 

so wel l known t o col l ector o , no two a re complet ely alike . No 
author since Dickens bas been endowed with such prodigious gif t s 

of ch arac teris ation . It i s a pity tha t so much of bis work wao 

published i n t ran sient tom . *11-***il•*• 

Here ' s Hamil ton l or e off the beat en t r ack . As Don s ays tho 

seria l wao a g rand one . 

UN G CRICKEr 

Boys ' Friend 3d Library . No. 237 

By DONALD B. WEBSTER (Li verpool) ..... 
Some of you won ' t remember th e Cricket Seao on of 1907 - or t he 

final go.mo in which The Champion County de feated The Rest of Eng 

land on the stroke of tim e on the fo urt h and l as t day . What giants 

of the pas t compri sed the Englo.nd n that year - eucb names as 

Foster, Pry , Hayward , Hirst , Je ss op , Tyldes ley , Br aund and Blyth e . 

Wbo were tbe Champion County? Some aver the record s give it 

as l!otts , but don ' t you beli eve them bec au se it was Loamsbi re (ask 

any r eader of the Companio n Pape rs for co nfirm ation of this) . 

Didn •t you ev er hea r of Arthur Lovell ( shades of things to come) 

t ho first profess ional t o oaptain a County Team, who sco red fl cen 

t ury i n 45 minutes; or of bi s friend Kit Val l ence , a demon bowler 

it' eve r there was one I Ah, but wha t about his enemi es : Geoffrey 

Lagden and Ponsonby (so aptly named ) who l ooked doffll on the proo, 

yet whose 1expen s ee • were higher than any p l ey e.r ' o wagc 11. 

All th e so ch a r uct ere and eve nts wor e chronicled by that pr olif ic 

uriter of schoo l- and - sport - Char les Hamilton in hi s tale of th o 

Summer game - King Cricket - whic h r an as a ae rial in the Boy s 

Realm nearly 50 yoo.re ago and appe ar od i n abr idged fom in t he Boyn 

Friend 3d Library . Having just fini shed this latt er ed i tion , one 

fi nds it al l too short and sighs for th e descriptions of t he 

Surrey, Lancashire and Yorkshire encounter . 
As to t he s tory i n c,hic h our hero t h r ough force of circums t anoes 

hae to for sake his amateur status t o turn professional to earn his 
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living, his friends hi p with Kit a fell ow pro , and how they a re 
beset by tria l s and tribulation s , kidnapped on vit a l occasion s 
( onl y to tu rn up and sa ve th e match in the ni ck of time), we ll it 
would tclc e up f ar more s pace than is at my di sposal . 

Suffi cient to say that even in th ose days llr , llamilton was 
ref err ing to "runs coming as thick as l eaves were f all ing in 
Va.l la mbroad 1 and 11th ~t cou nt y cr i c kete rs l ike Ca.esar 1 s rti fe were 
above suspi ci on. " 

Of course, a rasca ll y twin br other makes bi s appearance -
(be has done so since in cric ket yarns and will doubtle ss turn up 
again ) , but as our author points out t he villain will be wa lk ed 
of f one day like Eugene Aram who walk ed between two peelers with 
gyves upo n bis wrists . 

Yes, fair play finall y triumph s over adver s ity; the famil y 
fortunes are r ecov er ed . Arthur Lovell wins the hand and heart of 
!loll y Hi lton th e daug hte r of tho Coun ty Club Manager, 3lld our 
st ory ends ae 1 t shou l d . 

In conc lu sion , one cou ld criticise ce rtain passages, but I have 
no wish to do so , for ''away and av,ay, beyo nd t he rea ch of poi nt 
and cover-point , r,bizzes th e round red bal l" and 'hs the eveni ng 
shadows lengthen we take our leave of the Gentlemen ,.,,ho are 
Playe rs and the Pl ayer s who are Gentlemen . 11 

* * * * 
-= es 16oj~w d~!cttte r;c:~trt~";;~e~:lt~ ib~h8l~~le!dWam~if~~~ 
I am submitt in g a resume of one of the latt e r' a ea rl y Cri cke t 
t al es, Yes , I hav e read a ll about J e rry Dodd pl aying in a Tes t 
ma.tch and I am conversant with the finer points of th e game -
bein g an a:rd.ent pl eyer s till , but there does seem t o be soce de 
gr ee of auth entic ity in Mr. Hamilt on I s writings on th e g:rand old 
summer game, J>-B. w. 

* * * if * 
ldAGlrEr TITLES ( cont I d) No. 1267 , Coker • s Cri cket Craze ; No. 1268 , 
The Sec r et of t he Pri ory; No, 1269 , Truants of the Remove; llo. 1270 , 
Coker• s Camera Clicks ; No.1271, The Mystery of No. l Study; No. 
1272, Hidd en Plund er; No, 1273, Col<er the Champi on Chump, llo. 1274, 
Billy Bunt e r ' s Banknote; No. 1275, The Mystery of the Gre en Satchel; 
No, 1276, \ilbo 1/allop ed Wi ggins?; No, 1277 , Billy Bunter • s Bad Luck; 
lio, 1278 , South11ard Bound; No, 1279, Harry llharto n & Co, i n Egypt; 
No, 1280 . The lure of the Golden Scarab. 
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~ ~ 
Eric Fayn e I nsp i r ed Frank Ric hards 

April 17th , 1954. 
Dear Herbert Leckenby, 

Many thanks for your l e tt er and the CD. I am extremely inter 
ested in you r remarks on page 100 anent the all aged ciuot ati on i n 
Gi l be rt Hard i ng ' s book. If Ron ban it right , as I suppose he mus t 
have,. t he 11quote" is not genuine , as I suspec t ed all along.. To 
tak e dia l ogue froc two diffe r ent charac t ers of differe nt nat i ona l
iti e s , and mix it, i s not quotation . A:n.y aut hor ' s work co uld be 
made to appear absurd by such tric ke ry. Even Shakes pea.re I s . A 
mixture of remarks by Henry the Fourth a.nd Shyloc k woul d produce, 

HcW many t housands of my poo res t subjects 
We re in six parts , and every part a duc at ! 

Would that be quotation or mi srep r esen t at ion, if printed a.a a 
samp l e of Shakespeare • a work? fut I shall have t o get o copy of 

the story before I co.n take th e matte r f urther . 
Now to turn to a mor e agreeable oubject, perhaps i t may interest 

you to bear that I have lat e l y written a ' Western • novel called 
'The Lone TeJ:an ", which wi 11 be pUbliehed sho r t ly in a paper-backed 
edition at 2/- by th e Atl antic Book Company . It is about a cheery 
young CCf.'1- pun ober cal l ed "Fr esh 11, who cavo r ts around on the Bai-
Sev en Ranch : a new characte r whom I r ath e r lik e . It was Erie 
Fayne• s art i cle on the Rio Kid that set my mind wan de ri ng in t he 
\'lest aga in: and thi s is th e result . 

Wi t h kind est regard s , 
Always yours sincerely , 

PRA!IK RICHARDS. 
P . S . Apri l 19t h. I looked in at a TV. pley laet evening called 

"It - Never Rlilns r •- Tner e 'lras a chal'a(j~el'" r ir 1t - tramircrBo b, wlrn 
continual greeting was "Hall o , hallo , hallo!" This seaned so rt of 

f~ ,i:-~-i~ .r som~~~ ~' -··-• .... .,.,.-.-· . .,._ ......... -,. ... , ..... ,_,_.., _.,_.,._..,_ .. :..·,~"''-.. -"'-" .,.., .. , .~ ....... , .. -_ ....... -; ... ,_.,.-. ..,_ 
NEil COLLEC'J'OR requires nea r ly all llelson Lee Libr a ri es , Sexto n 
Blakes, Union Ja ck s , Boys Magazine s , Vol. 4 omvards , Thrill e rs 1 
Monsters, Champions , Bami ltoniana 9 Penny Dre adfuls , et c. 1 bowta. and 
unbound . Also plates , fhotoo etc . r e lating to al l aepec ~ s of the 
hobby. Al so bound boys nove l s (G. 1 .. Henty i Edgar Rice Burrough s~ 
Ta l bo t Mundy and s i mil ar) . Summer• s Gothic JJibliograpby " G.A. Benty 
by G.M. Fenn. Rollington f s 110ld Boys Books " and s imil a r. Condi tion 
must be good. 
,cF:::·::VE:=RN=:0::N=:LA'::Y::1=:l::'6'::':7::'11::AT::=F::cO::R=D=RO::AD::':::''::::HA':R::R::O::W:::1=:l!I::::D:::DLE:=S::EX='.. _ _ ____ __ _ 
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!JOSI' AW, 328 Stoclct on Lane, 
York . 

Before leaving the fie l d clear to an old friend , J im Sutcliffe , 
may I remind you of our great sur.i-.mer competition with a tota l of 
l:3 in prizes. Clos in g date is MAY 31sr, so , please, DO!l'T DELAY! 
Let• s make th i s a great succeo.s. 

Secondly, next month I shall begi n a conducted tour of tho 
London home s of tbe lads of St. Frank ' s , and in the months ahead 
I shall be taking our tour i nto the St . Frank'• country . 

But let n familiar name "lay the tra.il,' 1 so to speak, and pain t 
in t he backgroun d , • • • , 

BY ORDER OF l'HE TONG By Jl1,f Sl1l'CLIWE. 

The FU-CHANG TONG being the medium through which EdW'J Sea rles 
Brooks brought about th e cb~nge over in the Nelson Lee from a de
t ec ti ve week ly to schoo l stories, it struck mo tho.t a. brief review 
0L t.h<LnriginAl . ._an~ c.<1ucn.L.s:t.ori.e.s-<i<lalillg..J&'i.t.b_!ie.ls.on....Lae.!A___ 
and Nipper's o.xperiences at th e hands of t he Tong men would be of 
in te rest, bei ng one of the mi lestone s in the Ol d Paper. 

I wonder how many r eade r s who bought No. 111 of what we now 
know as th e Old Series, bac k in July 1917, r ea l i sed that this was 
to be virtually the last det ective story to appon r for ovor tw e l ve 
yea.rs . The story - ''The Yol low Shadow11 was compi lod fr om "Leaves 
from Nelson Lee ' s Diary' 1 and the introduct i on find s Nipper, on the 
eve nin g of a perf ect July day , writi ng up sooe c ases in story .form 
for hie famous note book series . The even ing ooasod to be perfec t 
fo r liipper wbon Nelson Lee yanked him out of his chair and thereby 
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injured hio dignity ! Some high words f ollowed and Nelson Lee to ok 
ove r the v, ritin g job . The story prop er now began with Nelson Lee 
in Snake City , Co lorad o , searching for a cri mina l - one Hunt l ey 
Fe rroll, whom Lee bas track ed half way across th e world. To quote 
t he detec tive' s O"R'Yl "Words , t he chase was - "London - Buenos Ayres -
Rio - Nm York - Orlea.'!s - Dallas - Oklahoma - Dodge City - Pueblo 
- Snake Ci ty .. 11 (Some chase for a criminal whom we are t old is wa."'1.
ted for nothing mor e serious than for ge ry , blackmail , fr aud , e t c., 
but t hen lle lson Lee alway s got his man! ) However, Ferrell is onl y 
in tho story t o get Lee invo l ve d in th e Chin ese To ng, and while on 
the look - out for Ferron , the detec ti ve , hearing a sk irm ish taking 
place in Calamit y Str eet , finds Fer.roll attackin g a Chinaman, Ah
Foo , whos e lif e Leo saves . 

Lat e r on, Nelson Lee is "ro ped in 11 on the st r ee t by some of 
Ferro ll 1 s accom plices who drop him d own a shaf t ot: th e des ert ed 
Addis bee mine wol'k ings, and in tr,ying to escape from one of the 
many tunnels, th e detectiv e stumbles on the local meeting place of 
t he notori ous Fu- Chang Tong, who imme diate l y d ecide s to drop him 
down a s till dee pe r sh.a.ft from whic h the r e i s no return! This ti me 
Lee is saved at th e last minute by Ah- Foo, who repay s hi s debt t o 
him, but in trying to esca pe th ey are :recaptured by the Tong , of' 
'n'hich Ah- Foo is a member . By making t hem think he possesses 
strange powers, Nelson Lee is given the choice of becom ing a blo od.
brother of the Tong or death , and natU1"ally takes the first cho ic e . 
After the 11f0Tmalities 11 of initia tion are over, he finds that he is 
exp ected to stay a.round Snake City and do any dil'ty worlc there i e 
t o be done . Needless to eay he does not stop, end l ea ves Snake 
City at t he first oppor tunity , but t he Tong are soon awar e of th is 
and bein g a worl d ;,vide organisation Nelson Lee expects trou ble on 
h is homeward journey . In Illinois State an a ttempt is made t o kill 
him .with-& d"l!t!'"' !llld "5"in- in New-"l:orlo by & poiB-Onod nood -l e . 

The j ourney home by ship was uneventful ., but on a rriva l at Liv e r
poo l Ne ls on Lee i s met by Nipp e r and while t he y are still on the 
quay the detective is attacked by a bunch of Chi namen, but is re s
cued by some sail or s. Back in London he again mee ts troubl e r1hile 
out with Nipper, and th is time is dropped over the J;hbankment int o 
a boat and tak en to an op ium d en in 11apping , Just as he i s abou t 
t o be tort ur ed by re d ho t i rons , Nippe!' arri v e s with a r escu e party 
which in c l udes Detective Inspect or Morley. Tbis in t erfer ence by 
Nipper ga ins f or him t he enmity of th e T ong as V1ell and after thi s 
Nelson Lee decides that th e only thing th ey can do is t o vani sh f o r 
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six month s t after which peri od a clause in the Tong la,..-s ca lls of f 
any furth er ac t s of vengeanc e . 

Well, as every re ader of t he Nel son Loe Library knows t Nels on 
Lu, and Nipper bec 3lne est ab lished at St . Franks in the ro l es of 
Mr. Peter Alvington, Hou semaster , and Richard , Basi l, Herbert 
Dennett , pupil , •::i t h thei r true identities known to only t-wo peopl e 
- Dr. St afford, tr. c 0:eadmaster , and Si r Rupert ll!and orl cy , the 
Chairman of tt e Ci,::..rerno rs. 

The r e woul d ct t h i s pe riod ap pear to be some scope f or so me 
sto ries f or th e Ton g trac in g the famous pair to the sc ho ol , but 
the nearest appr oach t o t hi s was the sto ry ent itle d ''!'he l~essa ges 
of Mystery", No. 120 Ol d Seri es . In this sto ry myste rious, menac 
ing mes s ages beg an t o ap pea r , a ll b ear ing the initials "F . C." One 
was eve n flown from a kite - a nationa l Chi ne s e pa.stitne ! 

As "e re ad t he s tory thr ough it became obvious th at th e Fu
Cbangs bad t rack ed down Ne l so n Lee and Ni pper and prepar at i on s were 
made for them to leave the sch ool in sec r et . It was only at the 
end of the story , when 1ty:r. Alv1ngton 11 was disco vered by "Di ck 
Bennett " , Trcg e l li s - West and V.'atso n , su spended above tho bottom l ess 
pool fr om tbe bridge over th e rivo r Stowe , th at the i dent i ty of 
tb e sender of tbc messages i s reve a led . He is not a Tong man but 
an in san e ex- porter of th e sc hool, whose i nitials happ ene d to be 
111". C. 11 and who had a grudge against the pr evious housemas t e r and 
did not know t hat t he r e ha d been a ch ange . A vecy good sto ry 
ind eed! 

I n No. 166 o. S. "lly General Request" , it appear ed that the dan 
gor fr om t he Tong had now pass ed , f or Nel son Lee 's an d Nipper's 
iden t i ti cs were r evealed to tho whol e schoo l nnd t ho Tong was f or 
gotten fo r nea rly twelv e years . 

In 1929, howove r , t he Fu- Changs did ret ur n - wit h a venge ance! 
T-his --t-i,.&---i-t- w;.£- a-.i'.o= -" 4 1"Y-" r i&&-b)'---Brook,;--at ~h-is- oo&t-,- JugM,
f rom the open i ng cha pter of No. 183 , 1st New Ser ie s , when Er i c 
Gates saw a hid eo us yel l ow f aced figure lurking in the l ane out 
side th e sc hool , on a cold , dar k , bl ustery November eveni ng , until 
the l as t chapter of llo. 186 , we wer e gi ven thrills ga lor e . 

The first attem pt by the Tong on Ne lson Lae 1e l ife was made by 
aubetit ut i ng him f or a gu:y on to p of "/lell borne and Co1 e gigantic 
Guy Fawkes bonfire, and onl y a dramatic la s t mi nut e r eecue bid by 
!lipp er & Co. sav ed him. The next attempt appeared to have been 
even more succe ss ful! Ne lo on Loe wo.s fo und murd er ed on a fo ggy 
night by t he C<ii stow e police - shot thr ough th e he art , but once _ 



~ ~ ~--------{1391-~ ~ ~~- - ~~ ~ ~ 
more t he To ng ' • un der lin gs had b lun dered . Th e detective had al 
ready boen attacked by a ba.nk r obbe r on th e schoo l golf cou r se and 
l ef t uncon sc i ous aft e r being st ripp ed of his c l ot hi ng - henoe the 
To ng1 e mi stake . 

In the next story , after a shooting ep i so de on Bel l ton station , 
Nel son Lee dec ides to take th o off ensive nnd he and Nipper, dis 
guised aa Captain Boom and hi s In dian servant , tr acke<l the Tong 
down t o the ir lair in the Edgemore Pri ory l\lins , where unfo rtunat e
ly they fel l into the ha nds of the Chin amen and Nip pe rw aa f or c e<l 
to hang on to a rope to whi ch was attached a massiv e boulder , 
while beneath i t l ay Nel so n Lee, bound hand an d f oot . Th e moment 
Ni pper bas to get go from exhaust i on Lee will be killed and a t t he 
same time Yen Si ng , who was i n charge of t he l oca l Tong opera
tions , i nt ended to plu nge a dagger int o Ni pper's heart , Needleos 
to say, .:i. res cue po.rty arri ve d at tbe la et minute l ed by Ba:rry 
Stokes . The bat tl e between Nels on Lee an d Nipper and the Fu
Changs was not ov e r however, and t he l as t sto ry b egan with the 
fam ous pair both re ce ivi ng bombs i n t he f orm of parce l s. Lee was 
t oo alert to be caught by th i s form of attack , but Nippe r' s parc e l 
we.a bagged by Br ewster an d Co, of the Riv er Rous e Scho ol who were 
und er tbe impr ession tbat it c ontained a oak:a .. In the skirmish 
that f ollowed wben some St. Franks juni or s , led by Hand1'orth, 
attempted t o retri eve i t, the pa rc el ex pl oded . 

Aft e r this the Board of Gove:niors decided t hat Nelson Lee and 
Nippe r must leave th e schoo l before tbe Tong's next attack, which 
mi ght have more serious result s t o t he s choo l and its oc cupants. 
El aborat e precautions were taken and t hey left the schoo l i n the 
CC<llpany of Det ec t ive Inspecto r Lennar d - in an armou r ed car of the 
la t es t dosign, th e object b ei ng t o ensure that t he Tong could see 
the y wer e le aving . 

-lleCid.les&- t .0- .s..q., -t he-Chi .tiamez:i._w.e.re - .already acti v:a_and_N..e.la..oo _ 
Lee and Nipper were capt ured very soon afte r the start of the 
journey and smuggled on board an o ld tramp steamer, the San ta 
!.!aria , f rom Li sbon . 

Thei r capture was witnes se d by Captain Phin eas Boom, the re 
tired eea capt ain, fro m the 11cr o;.vs nest 11 of bis new home 11Bellton 
Chase", and he immedia t el y began t o organ i se a r escu e party . The 
net was cl os ing all round now and news had a lready bee n re c eived 
by Scot l and Yard that th e Tong bad be en stam p od out in China . Yen 
Si ng was aware of thi s and this las t bid was on att empt to l ino 
hie own pockets by demanding £20 ,ooo from Nelson Lee by torturing 
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!lipper on board th e ship. By this time the rescue party Wll.8 

appr onch ing in two tugs with Captain Boom directing operotione, 
and in the r ound-up that followed Yen Sing met with th e fato he de 
served when he f e l l int o the engine room mnchinery. 

With the danger f rom the Tong fin a lly removed, everything be
came "as you were" at the school, at least, so we thought at the 
time, littlE knowing that only eight weeks hence the school was 
destined to be raz ed to the ground by another of llel oon Lee I s 
aTCb-enemies ! 

OLD BO\/S' BOO}) ClUB 
L O N D O N S E C T I O N: 

Hume House once again on tbis beautiful April Sunday . A good 
at t endance was welcomed by the hosts, Len & Josie Packma.o, the 
fo rmer giving a hearty welcome to the doyen of t he club Arthur 
Lo.vrson . Art hur wo.s attending bis first meet ing for some ti me and 
he promised to give some mor e of his popula r talks on t he Victor.ia.n 
pape r s and books. 

The North am Leeds club quiz competition was so lv ed to our 
satisfaction, let us hope that umpir e Herbert Leckenby will also 
be satisfied with the an s,1ers that we have se nt him. A very enjoy
eb le quiz Md the hearty thank s of the Londoners go to our Northern 
Bre t hren of the Happy Hours . Roger Jenkins gave an ac count of bis 
visit to th e Leeds c l ub and introd uced bis "Stu dy Grune". All those 
prese nt gathered round the tables and al l participated. Aft er 
your Unc le Benjamin led in t he first three rounds it was only 
pr oper tba.t the or igin at or shou ld prove a very good winner. l!any 
t-haft!<e-ll<>~...,.._i...P!>y-game.--lloge..-et-i-~e-Hfflelig!,t ae 
Hamilt onian libr a rian proposed that the overseas members partici
pato in the libr ary and that t he reading time for home members bo 
incre ased to six weeks . T'his was agreed to without a divisi on. 
Full details will appea r in the month l y news letter. A copy of 
"Billy .Bunter the .Bold" is available to a.11 members gratis, so if 
you desire to read same le t me knor1. 

!larl meeting at Cherry Place, Wood Gre en on Sunday Mey 16th . 
Commence at 4 p. m. sharp . 

UNCLE B.!2!JAlilll. 
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NORTHERN SECTION 

AJINUA.L G&'lERAL ldEEll'ING, April 10th . 19 54 : Fourteen members were 
present whe n Chairman Breeze Bentley opene d the fourth Annual 
General Meeting . After the minut es had been r ea d an d passed, it 
was BJ'J.nounced that an exhibiti on had been en vis aged to he held in 
t he r o oms but th o necessary penniasion with re gard to advertising 
the address was not forthcoming. Tr e asurer Gerald Al lis on infonn 
ed th e mee ting that ca sh in band was no<v £22 . 3, ~ and the books 
in t he library totalled some 1500 . Pres ent off icers were r e 
elected en bloc , the only alt e ration being the election of Eric 
Humphries as co- auditor re placing Horace Twinbam . Herb ert Leoken 
by announced that owing to taking up his former situation which 
i nvo lved night - wo rking, he was now unabl e to stey un t il th e cl os e 
of the me etings, the secretary i c futu r e therefore writing the 
re po 'I'ts . Ger ald Alli son then in troduced a new game 11Highcliffe v . 
Bagabot II which pr oved extrel!l ely enj oyable. This was f o llow ed by 
r e fre shments , in the course of which a cro s s- word puzzle was hand 
ed round for solut i on . Thi s was eolved in record time by Ronald 
Hodgson. In th e course of the meeting , a new member, Ivan Reevea , 
was introd uced, The nert n,eetin g will be held on Saturday, lley 
8th . 

* * * 
N. J. SMITH, Hon. Sec . 

M I D L A N D S E C T I O N M E E T I N G: April 12t h 
For t his ou r third birthday meeting , v,e bad witb us both t bG 

Editor and tbe Chi e f Illustrator of ou r be lov od "lliagnet" . T bu s a 
v e ry happy and memora b l e even ing v,as as su re d ; es pecially as we 
have t wice pr evi ous ly been disappo int ed by Mr . Ch apman be i ng unable 
to be with us . 

our esteemed Wolve rhampton member, Ur . Jack Ing r am, made a very 
llfil>_py_ 11 t tl!l ~1!,U!OA-ll! 1nt~<1uct~on-11nd _w:elcomo, makl ng a few--re
marks on the hobby gen e r ally , and r eferring particul a rly to Frank 
Bich a rda 1 sup e rb crea tion - Grey:f ri ars. 

He mentio ne d various of t he cha rac t ers ~ho m we know so well ; 
I nky whos e idi om must have give n hi s creat or much mental exorcise, 
:Bull who s eemed carved out of th e ru gged moor s of his na tiv e York
e bi ro. Tb en there ~er e t he mast ers. All th ese and others co mo 
crov1ding back to mind , not l ea st through t ho work of th o illus 
tra t or . Frank Richard s is n. name very we ll known t o t he man in 
tbe st r oot, but n ot th a t of C. H. Cbopmcn through whoso drowill8s 
lli ll y llun t or i s suc h a f amili n r figure, Th on we must rcmanbor th e ----- -- - -- - ------ - --·-
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Editor, Mr. Do-rm, who oi-ganised and pr oduced. As our speaker 
wittily r emar ked , "Not for nothing was Quelch lmcr.vn as n DO'nlly 
bird" . In conclusion , Mr. Ingram referr ed t o Frank Ricfillrds 1 su 
-perb li ternry cruf'tmnnship. 

Then for t he next half hour or so Mr. Chapman mis ske tch in g on 
th e bl ackboard. It was most fascinating to see how in an o.mnzing
ly short spa.co o.f time with a fow deft str ok es of th e chalk, a won
dorful l ike ness appeared even in this photographic ne gn.t i ve typo of 
picture without th e pa,1erful a id of th e lig hts and tones of normal 
pen or pencil on paper. 

We then partook of refreshments and toasted our visitors . 
Mr. Down then spoke and af t er thanking us for our v:elcon:.e , he 

referred a ppr ecia ti vely to L!.r. Ingram's speech and went on to ex
press some vory interesting views on 11Greyf'rtars v . St . Jim a" . Ho 
felt th.st the St . Jim s boys were well drawn, typica l public schoo l 
boys not much exagg e r ated in the main, whereas mo.ny Croyfria.rs 
cho.racters wer e rath or ei:riggera. t ed. But Greyf ri ars so on boc t•.mc 
e normously popular and the "Ma gne t" h.:l.d th e gr c a tor ci rcul a t i on. 
Mr. Down paid tribut e to Charles Ecmi lton ' s grea t skill i n charac
t e r drawing. 

After this the form al business was concluded by our Chair.nan 
p resenting our visitors wit h a si lver asht r ay suit ably inscribed, 
given by himself on behalf of th e cl ub. 

Cur visitors having rep l ied suitably, tho meeting was t hrown 
open for questions and a genera l get together . 

* * * * 
EDUARD DAVEY. 

l.iERSEYSIDE SECT ION, April 11th , 1954. 
Tho atten:lance was somewhat smaller at this ooeting, due, to 

some extant, to th e count e r attra ctio n of the nice weather, and be 
cause of the indisposition of a. couple of members . A numbar of 
apolol,i~ f.or--non- a:ttendance- we·r&-!"ead , and t-t!en th c-fin.mcia l - re--
port , etc., weo dealt with by the sec r etary . The chairmllll fo llow ed 
with det a ils on v arious sectio n and club itoms; he regretted that 
owing to the unavo i dab le absence of tw o of our l ea ding Lee-ites, 
t be discussion on Nelson Lee woul d have to be pos tpon ed until tho 
U.ay meeting. In it s stead we had a. deba-te on the substi tut e stories 
in the 11Gem11

, etc . , using as our ba sis the admir ab le article on th e 
subject by John H. Shnw in the 1949 Annual, which o ertninly gave u s 
ample scope for observatio n and comment. 

Genera lly speaking, of course , the majority hnd very littl e time 
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for the substitute writers, o.nd all were agreed that it is easy to 
detect the differences of style, phra.eeology, idiom, etc. , afte:r 
only a cursory gl ance at an imitation stoTY. On t he other band , it 
was also agreed th at th ese wri ters had many points in their favou r , 
their plo t s in many instances being qui te original , and tb e stories 
would have been quite acceptable if t hey had not been offered to 
t h e reader as genuine Hamilton . This policy has had the effect of 
prejudicing, somewhat unfairly at t i mes, the reader against the 
substitute ""ITriter a , not all of whom were bad . Tbe most deplorab l e 
feature, as far as the not too knowledgeable collector is concerned, 
is the annoyance and irritation ca.used by the purchase of books 
which are be l ieved to be th e genuine article , and on examination 
are found to. be othe rwise . The service s and advice of the s actions 
ar e always availabl e to would - be purcb e.s ers who may be in doub t, 
and i t is to be hoped that cembers will take advantage of this 
fecility if th eiare to save he art-burning and fi n anc i a l l oss . The 
meeting ended with the libr a ry business at 10 p . m. and we look 
forwa:rd to our next on lley 9 th . F . CASE. 

------------- - ---- -- -- -- ·=== === === == 
~: Magnets 1936-40; ~ 1932 - 40 ; Boys Friends 19 16- 21 ; 
Populars 192 7- 31; Boys M~gazines 1922-31; Union Jacks 1905 - 7 , 
1914 - 20 , 1922 - 30; Boys Reolms 1921 - 2; Jliodern Boys , Adventures, 
Chompi ons , oa.r l:, 1930 ' s , 6d eMb; Skippers pre-war 9d ea.ch i 
Thrillers, ditto , 9d each; Triumphs, 9d oach; Bullseyes l / 3d each; 
Young Bri t e.ins , 10! each; Tit - Bits , mint , 1909-16 , 6d eacb; !.lint 
pre-war Film Annuals, etc . etc . BEsr OFFERS required for ear l y mint 
Red Magnets, Chatterbo:. , 1870 , 1901- 5 and 1913; Wide-Worlds, first 
six vols ., Modem \'fond.er e, 1937 - 39, 6d each . .American Science Mags 
Bound vo l s . on the Occult . Vols. on Crime; Young Folks 1 Champion 

~ A-trldmh rof- bmmtrbcck,,--l6oo--l9~-l:y--jlun~~ -
Out , 5/ -. All kinds of" books requi r ed especially Magnets , Gems , 
and~ · S.A.E. please. RONALD ROUSE, 3 Si' . Lro!IARD1 S TBHRb.CE, 
GAS HILL, NORWICH. 

I offer 5/ - each for any of the following Detective Libra ry numbers 
i n good condition. 10/ - for No . 1. 1, 2 , 3, 5, 6 , 8 , 10, 11 , 12 , 
13, 14, 15, 17 , 19 , 21 , 24 , 29 , 31 , 33, 35 . LEON,",Rl> P.i.CKMLll, 
27 :.RCHDJ.I.E ROI.D1 E.-..sJ' DUL\iICH , L0!1JlON1 S.E. 22. 

1.DVERl'ISE IN THE C.D . - ld PER l'IORD 
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Th i s cleve r li ttle peoto appeared on the menu on the oc casion 
of the luncheo n at llill J a rd i ne • s on September 20th , 1953. 

Ri003LING IN SUSSEX 

By ·.~,ti. J ;,RDINE 

Como, l et us take a l ook into the pages, 
Of those favourites , th e 11Gem11 and 11Uelson Lee 11

, 

Let ' s wander round t he count ry side in s t ages, 
Through Wayland Woods , and Caister by the sea . 

Let I s strol l a.l ong vhe l eafy l ane from Bel l ton , 
To the sce n e of th r il li ng escapades and pranks , 
Th e l and.marks that we' ve reild a.bout , and dwel t on , 
Moat Ho llo w, a nd the Woode , and the n - St . Franks. 

Let • s row al ong the Ri ver Rhyl , alighting 
Near a wil l ow, where the shining wator diris . 
Then , thro ugh a glade , to Ryl combe Lane , inviting 
Us to w~llc a l ong t he pathwey to - St . Jime . 

We muse upon these namee , and all the glo ri es, 
Of the cou ntryside , the Downland and the hi ll s , 
Each plac e r ecalling many che r is hed stories , 
Of adventure , pathos , comody , and thri ll s . 

And at our ' journey's end ', wi t h eager faces , 
To t h e tuckshop , and a crowd of welcome looks . 
And the toast is , 0 1'.ll the characters and placos 
Broug ht ab out by h!art in Clifford - E . S. llrooks" . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
\'/AlfrED, Sexton Blake Li bs , present series , also 1.1"8'lets before 
1000, and Nelson Lees 2nd new. OORDO!I THOl&PSON, 53 VIALLASEY 
PAHK, BELFAsr . 

f\ir'theT t ·~ -B~b Wbitor ' s f i ne cove r ske t ch , can anyone give us all 
article on the Capt ain Justice sto r ies? 

. * * * * * Held over until n ext month "You C.!n It Tnke Them \'/i th You! 11 a. 
thou ght provoking a rt i c l o by Jack Murtagh. 

- -- ---- ---- - --· - ----------·- -- -
YORK DUPLI CATING SERVICES, 7 , Tb• Shamble s , York, Tel , YORK 3898. 


